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Machu Picchu Trek Itinerary  
 
 
Day 1: International Flight 
Meet at the Airport for your overnight flight to Cusco, Peru. Your Expedition Wise leader will 
be there to assist you with the check-in and any last-minute questions.  
 
Day 2: Arrive in Cusco (3,350m) 
Upon arrival in Cusco, you will be met at the airport by our local agent who will transfer you 
to your hotel. After checking in, you will have lunch.  After lunch, as altitude sickness can be 
a problem, you will spend the rest of the day acclimatising to the altitude with a short tour of 
the city walking on cobble stoned streets to the Cathedral in the Plaza de Armas for a visit 
admiring the paintings and architecture. Then off to the Qoricancha Sun Temple, which was 
the most important temple to the Incas.  Afterwards, continue by transport to the vibrant San 
Pedro market where the locals shop for Andean grains, fruits, meats, natural plant medicines 
and more. Then drive up above Cusco for a visit of the amazing Sacsayhuaman complex 
with immense cut stones. Continue to the Qenko ruins known as a place for rituals, and 
Tambomachay, the Inca baths.  Return to your hotel.  
Overnight in Cusco hotel. 
 
Day 3: Sacred Valley (2,900m) 
We start off from your hotel in the morning for a full-day excursion of the "Sacred Valley of 
the Incas" in private transportation driving alongside the Vilcanota River. Our first stop is the 
Pisac ruins (2,972m) for a visit of the Sun Temple and to admire the many agricultural 
terraces and views of the valley below. After the tour, we drive down to the town of Pisac for 
a visit of the typical colourful artisan market where you can purchase souvenirs. Thereafter, 
we continue through the Sacred Valley to Urubamba to have a Peruvian buffet lunch.  After 
lunch, we'll drive to the town of Ollantaytambo (2,792m) for a guided tour of the 
archaeological site built on the side of the town. After a glorious visit, we continue to the 
town of Chinchero (3,772m) with the remains of what was the royal hacienda of Tupac Inca 
Yupanqui, as well as a beautiful colonial temple built on Inca foundations. We will visit a 
home to see a weaving demonstration of the traditional textile arts using natural dyes. 
Finally, we drive back to your hotel in Cusco arriving around 7pm. 
Overnight in Cusco hotel. 
 
Day 4: Huaran to Cancha Cancha (2,840m - 3,934m) 
We will pick you up from your hotel around 7am and travel by private bus for approximately 2 
hours to Huaran, a small village in the Lares Sacred Valley to start the trek. There we meet 
our horsemen with horses, emergency horse and llamas to begin the cultural hike through 
the lush valley, following the gentle uphill route of the Cancha Cancha River. This hike will 
take us to the picturesque village of the same name where we will set up camp for the night. 
Duration: 5-7 hours. Distance: 6km 
Overnight Camping. 
 
Day 5: Cancha Cancha to Quiswarani (3,934m - 4,700m - 3,900m) 
After breakfast, we will leave the campsite and begin a steep ascent to the famous 
Pachacutec Pass (4,700m), the highest point of the trek. From here there are spectacular 
views of the snow-peaked mountain, Colque Cruz, Serijuany and Sawasiray lagoons and the 
surrounding valleys. After the pass, we continue walking and descend into the next valley to 
reach Quiswarani village (3,900m/12,792ft) where we will spend the night. Along the route, 
the scenery is breathtaking – there are glacial lakes and waterfalls. This area is also rich in 
birdlife and there is a possibility of seeing the Andean ibis, Andean geese and flamingoes 
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amongst others. We will spend some time with the children and women weavers. 
Duration: 7 hours. Distance: 9km 
Overnight camping. 
 
Day 6: Quiswarani to Ollantaytambo (3,900m - 4,442m – 2,792m)  
We will wake up very early today and have breakfast before starting our hike.  Our hike will 
take us on an ascent of about 3 hours to reach the Huillquijasa Pass (4,442m) the second 
highest pass of the trek. The views are impressive and well worth the climb! Thereafter, we 
descend towards the village of Cuncani for about 2 hours passing beautiful turquoise lakes 
along the way. Continue by transport to the Lares hot springs to enjoy a dip in the volcanic 
waters. We will enjoy a delicious lunch before boarding our transport to the town of 
Ollantaytambo to spend the night. Duration: 5 hours. Distance:  9km 
Overnight in hotel in Ollantaytambo.  
 
Day 7: Inca Trail to Machu Picchu  
We will pick you up from your hotel very early in the morning and walk to the nearby 
Ollantaytambo train station to board the train to Chachabamba (2,150m) at Km 104.  Here 
we will walk to the check point to present our permits and passports. Then we start our 
fabulous walk around the Vilcanota River (Urubamba River) to visit one of the Inca 
archaeological sites of Chachabamba that was discovered in 1940 – almost thirty years after 
Hiram Bingham found Machu Picchu.  The triangular walls showed that they were once 
houses with thatched roofs believed to be a sacred site. Afterwards, we will continue with a 
gradual climb walking on Inca steps for about 3 to 4 hours until we reach the cloud forest.  
We will walk through lush vegetation until reaching the meadows. Thereafter, we hike to 
Wiñay Wayna (“forever young”, 2,650m). Wiñay Wayna was an important administrative and 
agricultural centre for the Incas. Enjoy a box lunch here whilst taking in the lovely views of 
the many terraces. After lunch we will continue hiking towards the cloud forest until we reach 
the Sun gate (2,770m) (Inti Punku) to catch stunning vistas of Machu Picchu below. You will 
have plenty of time for taking pictures before walking down to Machu Picchu (2,430m). You 
will also have more time here tomorrow. We will then take a side trail to take the bus down to 
Aguas Calientes to spend the night in a comfortable hotel. Duration: 7 hours. Distance: 13km 
Overnight in hotel in Aguas Calientes.  
 
Day 8: Machu Picchu to Cusco 
Our guide will meet you in the hotel early in the morning to take the first or second bus for a 
25 minute ride up to one of the Seven Wonders of the World, Machu Picchu. Take pleasure 
in a guided tour of the magnificent archaeological site. Visit the extraordinary Temple of the 
Sun with exceptionally carved stones, Temple of the Three Windows features huge 
trapezoidal windows, Intihuatana the solar clock which translates to the, Hitching Post of the 
Sun, Funerary Rock Hut believed to be a place where the Inca nobility were mummified, and 
the many temples, terraces, and corridors. Then take the bus down to Aguas Calientes and 
eat lunch before boarding the train to Poroy. You will be met at the train station by our 
private transfer to your hotel in Cusco. 
Overnight in Cusco hotel. 
 
Day 9: Flight Home 
After a leisurely breakfast, you will be transported to the airport at Cusco for your 
international flight back to the UK. 
 
Day 10: Arrive in UK 
Arrive back in the UK to your awaiting family and friends.  
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